
Holy Apostles, Rossendale 
Third Sunday of Easter 

23rd April, 2023 

Telephone: 01706 215634 

Parish Priest: Father S. D. Stamp 

email: simon.stamp@dioceseofsalford.org.uk  

Parish Administrator: Mrs Siobhan Wood 
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Masses in St James the Less 

Monday 24th April   Holy Mass 9.00am 
Wednesday 26th April     Holy Mass 9.00am 
Friday 28th April    Holy Mass 12 noon 
          
Saturday 29th April        Vigil Mass 6.30pm 
Sunday 30th April   Holy Mass 11.00am 
       

Confessions in St James the Less 
 
Saturday 29th April   5.30pm - 6.30pm 
 

Readers at Masses 29th & 30th April 
 

6.30pm Vigil Mass: Ruby Wilson 
11.00am Mass:  Paul Swarbrick 

 

Masses in St Peter’s 
 

Tuesday 25th April       Holy Mass 9.30am 
Wednesday 26th April    Requiem Mass 11.30am 
Thursday 27th April   Holy Mass 9.30am 
Saturday 29th April   Holy Mass 11.00am 
 
Sunday 30th April   Holy Mass 9.00am 
 

Confessions in St Peter’s 
 

Please note: No Confessions on Saturday 29th April 
 

Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Please note: No Exposition on Saturday 29th April 
 

Readers at Mass 30th April 
 

9.00am Mass: Ann Goy 

Masses Received  
Lately Dead: Jean Loftus; Lorna Egan; Bridie McAdam; 
Isabel Connolly Wellock.  
Anniversary:  Barbara & Bob Mansfield; Elizabeth 
Clough; Gerard Keough; Robert Thomas; Maureen Ghee; 
Molly Collis; John Whitehead; Paul Younger; William & 
Teresa Mary Boyle. 
Other:  For the intentions of Betty Jones; For the 
intentions of Helen Sage; For the intentions of Fiona 
Ashton; The Tyrell Family; A Mass of Thanksgiving. 

Children’s Liturgy 
Now that the children have begun school again, our Little 
Church begins again this weekend at the 9am Mass in St 
Peter’s and at the 11am Mass in St James the Less. 

Sacramental Programme 
This weekend we welcome our children and families on the 
Sacramental Programme who are preparing for First Holy 
Communion, a happy day which is drawing ever nearer! The 
children from St Joseph’s and St Peter’s will be at the 
9am Mass in St Peter’s on Sunday and the children from 
St James the Less will be with us for the 11am Mass. 
Please keep the children in your prayers. 

Newsletter next weekend 
Next weekend’s newsletter will cover two weeks rather 
than the usual weekly edition. Any items for the next 
fortnight need to be given to me by this Thursday. 

Cecelia Jean Loftus RIP 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Cecelia Jean 
Loftus who has passed away, may she rest in peace. 
Cecilia’s Requiem Mass will take place in St Peter’s on 
Wednesday, 26th April at 11.30am.  

Journey in Faith Group 
A few new people in the Parish have expressed an interest 
in preparing to become Catholics. This Wednesday, 26th 
April at 7.00pm in the Parish Hall at St Peter’s I would 
like to invite anyone interested in beginning the journey 
into the Catholic Church to come along. This group will 
meet fortnightly and is open to people from both St 
Joseph’s and St Peter’s and St James the Less. It is also 
open to parishioners who are already Catholic but would 
like to learn more about the Faith. The plan is, using 
PowerPoint presentations to give an overview of the whole 
of the Catholic Faith over the next few months. The 
second meeting will be on Wednesday, 10th May at 
7.00pm in the Hall at St Peter’s after I return from 
annual leave. 

Annual Leave 
I will be taking a few day’s break from Friday, 28th April 
until Friday 5th May. Father Seamus Quigley will be 
supplying the Masses that week. Please give Father 
Quigley a very warm Rossendale welcome. I am very 
grateful for his kind help. 



CAFOD Group 
The CAFOD Group would like to thank all parishioners 
who sponsored Noel on his recent sponsored walk. So 
far, £1119 has been collected from the pledges Noel 
received on the sponsor forms, which is a tremendous 
amount. There are still some pledges outstanding, so if 
you did sponsor Noel and have not yet paid, any 
outstanding money can be given to Father Stamp to pass 
on to the CAFOD Group.  
The parishioner who guessed nearest to the number of 
steps it took Noel to complete the walk was Michelle 
Hornsby. Michelle guessed 34, 552 and it actually took 
Noel 34, 287 steps. Congratulations Michelle!. 
And well done Noel and the CAFOD Group for such a 
great effort during the Season of Lent. 

A Note on Gift Aid Envelopes at St Peter’s 
Those parishioners who collected their Gift Aid 
Envelopes over the past two weekends at St Peter’s 
may have noticed that your numbers have changed. 
This is because we needed to consolidate the list due 
to a number of parishioners no longer contributing via 
the envelopes. Otherwise, had we kept the same 
numbers, we would have been left with a lot of spare 
boxes of envelopes which would be costly. As a result 
of this change I suspect, one set of envelopes 
appears to have gone to the wrong person. Could I ask 
everyone to check the name on the top of the box of 
envelopes. Every box is labelled with a name as well as 
a number. If you have taken a box with someone 
else’s name on the top, please could you return it to 
the back of church? If anyone was expecting to get a 
box of envelopes and didn’t receive one, could you 
have a word with me so that we can ensure you are 
issued with a box. 
You will also have noticed that the envelopes only go 
up to December. That is because, over the coming 
weeks, the Parish Secretary, Siobhan, will be working 
at bringing the Gift Aid register for both churches 
together so that next year we can begin with a single 
set of Gift Aid envelopes for both churches now that 
we are a single Parish. 

Thank you from the Ukrainian Community 
The Ukrainian Community have asked me to pass on their 
gratitude for the overwhelming response from 
parishioners to the request for candles/wax and small 
tins. These are transported every two weeks once they 
have been prepared to the places most in need in 
Ukraine. Please continue bringing these items into 
church, and they have also appealed for the following dry 
food items: Weetabix, cereal bars, powdered milk, 
sachets of tea and coffee and hot chocolate. These 
items are not too heavy to transport. Many thanks! 

Red Boxes at St Peter’s 
In 2022, the Parish of St Joseph and St Peter raised 
£1141.34 through Red Boxes and donations to Missio 
and the Mill Hill Missionaries. 
Our missionary community here is part of a worldwide 
network of people supporting missionaries through 
prayer and financial assistance. 
Missio is the Pope’s charity for world missions, 
helping global communities who are poor and in need, 
regardless of their background or belief. Thank you 

Confirmation Programme 2023 
Bishop John will be Confirming our young people at a 
Deanery Celebration in St Mary’s, Burnley on 14th June. 
Many thanks to those young people and parents who 
came to the meeting in St James the Less last 
Wednesday. We have around 10 young people signed up 
so far for the Programme, but it is still open to any 
young person in Year 8 or above who would like to be 
Confirmed this year. The next meeting will take place 
on Tuesday 9th May at 6.30pm in St James the 
Less. Please pass this date on to anyone interested. 

Congratulations to our New Head 
We offer our warmest congratulations to Mrs 
Michelle Scott who has been appointed as the new 
Head Teacher in our Parish Primary School, St 
Joseph’s, Stacksteads. Mrs Scott has been acting as 
Head over the past year, and before that she has 
taught for a number of years in St Joseph’s. We 
were delighted as a Governing Body to appoint her 
and we promise our prayers as she begins this 
exciting new role. Well done Mrs Scott! 

Solemn Benediction 
It was lovely to celebrate Solemn Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament in St James the Less last Sunday in 
honour of the Feast of Divine Mercy. Currently, we have 
simple Benediction each Saturday after Confessions in 
St Peter’s, but in my previous Parishes I have celebrated 
Solemn Benediction each month in the afternoon on the 
first Sunday of the month. After my break, I am 
planning to introduce this in the Parish here. 

Prayer for a Young Person to St George for Courage (Feast Day - Monday 23rd April) 

Heavenly Father,  
St. George honoured your son Jesus by refusing to deny him. 
Please grant me the strength and courage you gave St. George. 
When my friends are gossiping, let me make my words true and kind. 
When somebody is being bullied, let me be the one who stands up for him. 
When I am about to use my electronics or social media inappropriately, let me turn away. 
When my Catholic faith is being misrepresented, give me the words to defend it. 
When I am tempted by evil, help me to stay on the good path. 
I ask this through the intercession of St. George 
and in the name of your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the Risen Lord. 
Amen 


