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Masses in St James the Less 

Monday 15th August    Holy Mass 9.00am 
Wednesday 17th August  Holy Mass 9.00am 
Friday 19th August        Holy Mass 9.00am 
       
Saturday 20th August   Vigil Mass 6.30pm 
Sunday 21st August   Holy Mass 11.00am 
       

Confessions in St James the Less 
 
Saturday 20th August   5.30pm - 6.30pm 
 
Please note: There will be no Adoration in St James 
the Less this week. 

 
Readers at the Sunday Masses 20th & 21st August 

 
6.30pm tbc 
11.00am Paul Swarbrick 

Masses in St Peter’s 
 

Tuesday 16th August   Holy Mass 9.30am 
Thursday 18th August    Holy Mass 9.30pm 
Saturday 20th August   Holy Mass 11.00am 
 
Sunday 21st August   Holy Mass 9.00am 
 
Please note: There will be no Confessions in St Peter’s 
this week. 
 
Please note: There will be no Adoration in St Peter’s 
this week 

 
Reader at Sunday Mass 21st August 

 
9.00am Maureen Ashworth 

Mass Intentions Received:  
Sick: John Donaghy 
Anniversary: Maurice Lacey; Mary Connolly 
Lately Dead: Catherine Langhan; John Edmondson 
Other: Mary & Peter Connolly (August Masses RIP) 

St James the Less CAFOD Group and Cornerstone 
Whilst Sister Lucy ran the Cornerstone Homeless Centre 
in Manchester, the CAFOD Group at St James the Less 
had a long standing relationship with the Centre and 
parishioners often donated food/clothes/funds. Since the 
pandemic began, many areas have begun to experience 
hardship and families who are struggling to make ends 
meet. As a result, local areas, including Rossendale, have 
seen food-banks springing up. Due to the difficulty in 
regularly transporting items to Manchester, and the need 
locally, as well as other reasons, the CAFOD Group have 
decided from now on to support local foodbanks with any 
donations of food which are left in church. I fully support 
this decision. The CAFOD Group wanted me to let 
parishioners know of this change. If you would like to 
discuss the reasons for this change in more detail, please 
contact the Chair of the Group, Elysia Bulger and she can 
provide more information. Many thanks for your support. 

Welcome Back! 

This week, from Monday 15th to Saturday 20th August, I 
will be away on a course for Priests in Scotland. For those 
weekdays, we welcome back a Priest who needs no 
introduction, Canon Lupton. The Canon will be supplying 
Masses in both St James the Less and St Peter’s during 
that week. I am very grateful to him for agreeing to help 
and know you will give him a warm welcome back! 

Baptisms 
Due to the backlog of Baptisms as a result of the 
pandemic, the Baptism diary on Sundays is now fairly full 
until the end of November. As a result, I am also 
prepared to offer Baptisms on Saturdays when there are 
no Weddings booked in already. The times for Baptisms 
from September will be as follows: 
In St James the Less: Saturdays or Sundays at 
12.30pm. 
In St Peter’s: Saturdays at 12 noon or Sundays at 
1.00pm. 
A few years ago, the Bishop introduced a new policy for 
Baptisms throughout the Diocese. This policy has been 
introduced in the other Parishes of our Deanery, so we 
too will introduce the Diocesan policy from September. I 
will produce a booklet explaining this policy before then 
so that parents can have a read  through before booking 
in a Baptism. 

Irish Night in St James the Less Parish Centre 
On Friday 23rd September, we will be having an Irish 
Night in the Parish Centre. Tickets are on sale this 
weekend at the back of church for £7.50. Please do 
support this Parish event and come along to spend time 
with other parishioners and enjoy the fun! 



Parish Meetings 

I know parishioners are keen, after the change in Mass times at the weekend, to get organised with rotas for 
the various ministries carried out in the Parishes, such as musicians, readers etc. I am grateful for your 
patience. I thought it best to allow everyone to return from summer breaks, as well as have time to think 
through which Mass they plan to attend, before planning these meetings for September. At the same time, I 
also plan to call an open Parish meeting in both St Peter ’s and St James the Less to which everyone is invited 
so that I can explain fully the process of an amalgamation of Parishes and the impact that will have on the way 
we do things. It will also be an opportunity to outline some plans for the future. Watch this space! 

Volunteers for the Children’s Liturgy 
My sincere thanks to those who volunteered to help 
with our children’s liturgy both in St Peter’s and in 
St James the Less. Last week I met with Helen to 
discuss the ‘Little Church’ in St James the Less, and 
this past Thursday I met with some new kind 
volunteers in St Peter’s so we are ready to begin 
afresh in both churches for September. However, 
we really do need more people to volunteer, 
especially in St James the Less as Helen has been 
soldiering on short-handed for some time. The more 
people who volunteer to help with this, the less often 
volunteers will be required on the rota. You would 
not be required to prepare any of the material 
needed as Helen has already covered that aspect, 
and you don’t need any special teaching skills to help 
out - all assistance is gratefully received. As I 
stated in previous newsletters, I am very supportive 
of the children’s liturgy as it attracts families to the 
Parish, which is always a good thing! However, 
without more volunteers, we may have to 
contemplate not providing it every week. If you 
would be willing, please let me have your contact 
details. 

Friday Mass in St James the Less and Devotion to the Divine Mercy 

It has been brought to my attention that a few parishioners at St James the Less are deeply unhappy about 
the change in the weekday Mass time on Fridays from 12 noon to 9am as this is preventing some elderly 
parishioners who are unable to be ready that early from attending a weekday Mass and participating in the 
Divine Mercy devotions following that Mass. This view has also been expressed in a couple of the consultation 
booklets I received. Whilst resolving issues with the weekend Mass times is more complex, I am happy to be 
more flexible about weekday Mass times. The reason I introduced an evening Mass at St Peter ’s was partly to 
allow those who work and prefer a later time to be able to attend at least one weekday Mass as well as a 
weekend Mass. Similarly, I don’t want anyone else to feel they are being excluded from being able to attend 
one of the weekday Masses as well as fulfilling their Sunday obligation at the weekend. I am grateful for this 
feedback and would welcome any other views and opinions on this before I make a decision. once I return to 
the Parish. The only caveat would be that if we did re-introduce a noon Mass on Fridays, Requiem Masses in 
either church would have to take priority on that day. Whereas it is easy enough to arrange Funerals on 
Fridays around a 9am Mass, a noon Mass makes that virtually impossible. So, if there were a Requiem Mass 
booked on a Friday in St Peter’s, there would be no Mass in St James the Less on that day. 

Further to these considerations, quite a number of the consultation booklets, and a number of other 
parishioners by coming to see me in person, have expressed the view that the Sanctuary area in St James the 
Less has become too cluttered with images and objects. In particular, many of the parishioners who have 
written and spoken to me feel that the large Divine Mercy image on the Sanctuary is not in the most suitable 
place and does not fit. As a result, I will be removing the image from the archway until we can think of a 
better place for it. I will place it in a prominent place on a stand on the Sanctuary on Fridays for Mass and the 
Divine Mercy devotions following Mass. I do try to respond to feedback from parishioners where it is possible. 
Please do understand when making suggestions for change, it is often not prudent to do this immediately as 
very often other factors need to be considered, and also dealing with these things is often a balancing act for 
the Parish Priest - none of us can have his or her own way all of the time! And that includes the Parish Priest! 

John Andrew Edmondson RIP 

We offer our sincere condolences to the family of 
John Andrew Edmondson who has passed away. John’s 
Requiem Mass will be on Tuesday, 23rd August at 
12.15pm in St Peter’s. Please keep John and his 
family in your prayers at this time. May he rest in 
peace. 

CAFOD Coffee Morning 

Next Sunday, 21st August, there will be a Coffee 
Morning after the 11am Mass in St James the Less to 
support the work of CAFOD 

Radio Lancashire and Father Tony 

Father Tony is a finalist in the BBC Radio Lancashire, 
‘Make a Difference’ Awards, 2022. The category is 
‘keyworker’ and he has reached the final four! The 
finalists in the category will be introduced on the 
week beginning 22nd August during the breakfast 
show. Father Tony’s interview should be aired on 
Wednesday, 24th August at around 8.20am, on the 
Graham Liver Breakfast Show. It will be repeated on 
other programmes that day. Congratulations Father! 


