
Holy Apostles, Rossendale 

 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

2nd April, 2023 

Telephone: 01706 215634 

Parish Priest: Father S. D. Stamp 

email: simon.stamp@dioceseofsalford.org.uk  

Parish Administrator: Mrs Siobhan Wood 

Holy Week Liturgies in St James the Less 

Holy Monday 3rd April   Holy Mass 9.00am 
 
Spy Wednesday 5th March   Mass with School 9.00am 
 

The Sacred Easter Triduum 
 
Maundy Thursday 6th April   Holy Mass 7.00pm 
Followed by a Holy Hour of Watching at the Altar of 
Repose. 
          
Holy Saturday 8th April      Easter Vigil Mass 8.00pm 
Easter Sunday 9th April     Easter Mass 11.00am 
       

Confessions in St James the Less 
 
Maundy Thursday 6th April  5.30pm - 6.30pm 
 

Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Maundy Thursday following the 7pm Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper 

 
 

Holy Week Liturgies in St Peter’s 
 

Holy Tuesday 4th April       Holy Mass 9.00am 
 
Spy Wednesday 5th April Stations of the Cross 7.00pm 
 

The Sacred Easter Triduum 
 
Good Friday 7th April     Solemn Liturgy 3.00pm 
 
Please note: No Masses are permitted to be celebrated 
anywhere on Holy Saturday except the Easter Vigil. 
 
Easter Sunday 9th April     Easter Mass 9.00am 
 

Confessions in St Peter’s 
 

Wednesday 5th April   6.00pm - 7.00pm 
 

Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Wednesday 5th Aprill   6.00pm - 7.00pm 

Masses Received  
Lately Dead: Isabel Connolly Wellock; Jackie Griffin; 
Bridie McAdam; John Oxley; Bobbie Sedgewick. 
Anniversary: Terry Kerrone; Antonio Cristiano; Ken 
Broderick; Bob and Marie Ives. 
Other: Mass of Thanksgiving; Sheila Knight (90th 
Birthday Intention); Special Intentions of Dorothy 
Thomson and Frances Mahon; For a Private Intention. 

Walsingham Pilgrimage Meeting 
Many thanks to all who came to the meeting on Tuesday 
night. Following that meeting, Walsingham have offered us 
another couple of twin rooms provisionally in case anyone 
heard about it and was interested. 

Stations of the Cross 
This week, there will be Stations of the Cross in St 
Peter’s on Spy Wednesday 5th April at 7pm.  

Welcome 
We welcome into the new life of grace Rosie Elizabeth 
Taylor who was Baptised at St James the Less on 
Saturday, 1st April at 12.30pm. 

Church Cleaning  
This is an appeal for volunteers to help with the cleaning 
at St Peter’s on Monday, 3rd April at 10am and at St 
James the Less on Wednesday 5th April after the 9am 
morning Mass. Please come along to help prepare our 
churches for the celebration of Easter. Dusters will be 
provided! 

Washing of the Feet 
At the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Maundy Thursday, it 
is customary for the Priest to wash the feet of 12 
parishioners in imitation of the Lord washing the feet of 
the Apostles and as a sign of service. At the back of both 
churches, I have placed a sign-up sheet. If you would be 
willing to have your feet washed at the 7pm Mass in St 
James the Less, please sign up. It would be good to have a 
variety of ages to represent the Parishes. 

Earlier Mass on Tuesday 
Please note the earlier time of Mass in St Peter’s at 9am 
on Holy Tuesday. This is due to interviews taking place 
for the appointment of a new Head Teacher in our 
Primary School, St Joseph’s, Stacksteads that morning 
which I need to be involved in. Thanks for your 
understanding on this occasion. 



Sponsored Walk for CAFOD 
Noel completed the sponsored walk for CAFOD 
last Sunday. Please bring in your sponsorship 
money which will be collected at the back of both 
churches. Well done Noel! 

Holy Week in the Parish of Holy Apostles, Rossendale 
We enter this Sunday the most solemn and sacred moment of the Church’s year with Palm Sunday of the Lord’s 
Passion, the beginning of Holy Week with the Lord’s Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem and the first Reading of 
the Passion. This week, and especially the Sacred Triduum, is a bit like a retreat for us when we can each enter 
more deeply into the beautiful mysteries of our Faith, that God the Son suffered and died out of love for us 
and to save us. On Maundy Thursday we celebrate together the Mass of the Lord ’s Supper when we recall and 
celebrate the moment Our Lord gave us the two great gifts of the Holy Eucharist - the Sacrament of the Mass, 
and the Sacrament of the Priesthood. In the Washing of the Feet at that Mass, we are filled with wonder that 
God lowers Himself to serve us, poor weak creatures that we are, rather than be served. Following that 
wonderful Mass, we spend time watching with Our Lord at the Altar of Repose as He asked His disciples so to 
do and recount the moment of His arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane. On Good Friday, we celebrate the 
Solemn Liturgy of the Passion at 3pm, hearing for a second time that Reading of the Passion and venerating the 
Cross of the Lord on which hung the salvation of the world. On the morning of Holy Saturday, there is the great 
silence when no Sacraments are celebrated anywhere in the Church and we enter into the Lord ’s time in the 
tomb. Then, on the evening of Holy Saturday, after night has fallen as the Church asks, we celebrate the great 
Easter Vigil when the news is first proclaimed, Jesus is Risen! He is Risen indeed! and the light of the new 
Paschal Candle reminds us that the Risen Lord is the Light of the World and the Light of our own lives. 
To enter fully into the mystery of Easter, we are invited to attend all of the Liturgies of the Sacred Triduum. 
If we only come on Palm Sunday and then again on Easter Sunday, we miss out so much. So, I want to make this 
appeal to parishioners - please do make every effort to come to the Liturgies on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 
and Holy Saturday and I make this promise, you will find when Easter Sunday comes your heart will be lifted by 
the celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection. 

Children’s Liturgy 
After the Masses on Palm Sunday, our Little Church in 
both places will take a break for a couple of Sundays 
during the school holidays. Many thanks to all of our kind 
volunteers who make the Children’s Liturgy possible each 
weekend for the children and enjoy a well deserved break 
for the next couple of weeks! Holy Week Worship in St Peter’s Primary 

Mrs Sullivan has asked me to extend an invitation 
to all parishioners to join the staff and children 
for the Easter Worship Assembly in St Peter’s on 
Maundy Thursday at 9.15am. 

Meeting for Sacrament of Confirmation 
I would like to invite any young people who are currently in 
Year 8 or above and would like to receive the Sacrament 
of Confirmation from the Bishop this summer to meet with 
me on Wednesday, 19th April at 6.00pm in St James 
the Less church. This meeting is for young people in both 
Parishes. Please also pass this on to any family members or 
friends who you think may be interested. 

Amalgamation of Parishes 
When I arrived in the Rossendale Parishes last June, we began the process of amalgamation of the two Parishes. 
At that time, I published and distributed a consultation booklet, consulting on various areas of Parish life. We 
also kept a note in the newsletter inviting responses from parishioners. Early on, through necessity, we had to 
change and rationalise the times of the weekend Masses in both places after a short period of consultation. We 
also held two public Parish meetings to which all parishioners were invited last September. During the past 
week, I had to get all of the final documentation completed and sent to the Diocese. On Thursday 30th March 
this past week, the Council of Priests met at Cathedral Centre with the Bishop. The Bishop has to consult the 
Council of Priests regarding any proposed amalgamations. The Council were consulted, and the Bishop has now 
approved the amalgamation of the two Parishes of St Joseph and St Peter, Newchurch and St James the 
Less, Rawtenstall. The Bishop has also approved the new name of the Parish as ‘Holy Apostles, 
Rossendale’. Therefore, we no longer have two Parishes but one new Parish, Holy Apostles, which takes in all of 
the territory of the previous Parishes, the three Primary Schools and the High School. The churches retain 
their names of St Peter and St James the Less but the Parish from now is named Holy Apostles, Rossendale. A 
Decree will arrive in the next week or so, signed by the Bishop but dated to Thursday when he gave approval. 
Now the real work of coming together and sharing our resources begins. After Easter, I will be returning to 
those initial consultation booklets, all of which have been entered onto a spreadsheet, to begin putting some new 
developments into action over the coming months. Many thanks for all your patience over these past months as 
we began this process. Although the amalgamation of the Parishes has now taken place in Canon Law and in 
reality we have one new Parish, nonetheless, an amalgamation is an ongoing process which takes time to develop 
and embed. Let’s look on this as an opportunity for new growth and evangelisation in the Valley. 

Chrism Mass at Salford Cathedral 
I still have some tickets for the Chrism Mass 
which is at the Cathedral on Wednesday, 5th April 
at 11.00am. If any parishioners would like to 
attend, I am happy to pass them on to you. 


