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Masses in St James the Less 

Monday 16th January   Holy Mass 9.00am 
Wednesday 18th January     Holy Mass 9.00sm 
Friday 20th January            Holy Mass 12 noon 
          
Saturday 21st January  Vigil Mass 6.30pm 
Sunday 22nd January   Holy Mass 11.00am 
       

Confessions in St James the Less 
 
Saturday 21st January   5.30pm - 6.15pm 
 

Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wednesday 18th January  8.00am - 9.00am 
 

Readers at Mass 21st & 22nd January 
 

6.30pm Paul Higginbottom 
11.00am Jean Williams 

Masses in St Peter’s 
 

Tuesday 15th January       Holy Mass 9.30am 
Thursday 19th January      Holy Mass 9.30am 
Saturday 21st January   Holy Mass 11.00am 
 
Sunday 22nd January   Holy Mass 9.00am 
 

Confessions in St Peter’s 
 

Saturday 21st January   10.00am - 11.00am 
 

Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 21st January   10.00am - 11.00am 
 

Reader at Mass Sunday 22nd January 
Ann Goy 

Walsingham Pilgrimage  
A few more parishioners have booked on for the mini 
pilgrimage, but there are still some places left on the 
Parish Pilgrimage to Walsingham taking place from 9th - 
11th October later this year. You can secure a place by 
giving me a £50 deposit and stipulating whether you 
would like a single or a twin room. In the New Year, I will 
be announcing a meeting with the rep who has booked the 
Pilgrimage for us so that we can chat through 
arrangements and the itinerary which I am very pleased 
with. It promises to be a really good few days, so if you 
are interested please book on. 

Sacramental Programme Mass 

This Sunday, 15th January, at the 9am Mass in St Peter’s, 
we welcome our children and families from St Joseph’s and 
St Peter’s Primaries who are on the Sacramental 
Programme. Please keep the children and their families in 
your prayers during this journey of Faith. 

CAFOD Coffee Morning at St James the Less 
This Sunday, 15th January there will be a CAFOD Coffee 
Morning after the 11am Mass. This will take place in the 
Old School Room due to the damage in the Parish Centre. 
Please come along on that date.  

Masses Received 
Lately Dead: Michael Hannon; Betty Farren; David 
Robinson. Baby Noah William Hayat (Also for peace for 
Baby Noah’s mother Melissa) 
Anniversaries: Catherine Grimshaw; Annie Christian; 
Norah Mulderrig; Alice & Michael Manning; Alice 
Elizabeth Hernon; Catherine Elizabeth Milnes; John 
Holden; Eddie & Margaret Burke 

Brownie Leader 
The St James the Less Brownies are in need of another 
Leader. The Brownies meet in the Old School Room on 
Wednesdays from 6.30pm until 7.30pm. If you are 
interested in helping, please contact Kate Hodson either 
by telephone on 07500 298898 or by email at: 
katehodson@rocketmail.com  

Sacramental Programme for those in non-Parish schools  
On Wednesday, 25th January at 6.00pm I would like to 
invite those parents and children who do not attend one of 
the three Parish Primary Schools but who wish to receive 
their First Holy Communion either in St Peter’s or in St 
James the Less to come along to a meeting in St James 
the Less church. If you are unable to attend, please let 
me know so that I can pass on to you details of the 
Programme we will follow over the coming weeks. 
Next weekend, I will advertise a date for the beginning of 
the Programme in the Primary School at St James the 
Less. Thank you for your patience. 



Update on Buildings 

 

I wanted to take the opportunity this weekend to update parishioners on the state of play regarding 
the necessary repairs and upgrades to the buildings on both sites. A number of parishioners in both 
Parishes have been asking me since Christmas where we are up to, so I thought it might be 
something parishioners as a whole would be interested in reading. 

At St Peter’s before Christmas, the necessary surveys of the church, hall and presbytery were all 
carried out and the reports sent into the Diocesan Property Office. We also experienced a problem 
just before Christmas with the electrics in the church. As a result, as a temporary measure, the 
Diocese contracted a firm to install some temporary sockets in the church to carry us through the 
Christmas Season. The report from the consultant recommends some major repairs and upgrades, 
including electrical re-wiring of the church and presbytery, and replacement of the boilers and 
heating system which heats the church, hall and presbytery. It is also likely that some roof repairs 
and repairs to the structure of the building will be necessary, as well as the drains which are a likely 
cause of some problems. Because of the nature of the work, it will then also be necessary to re-
decorate. I am now awaiting approval from the Diocesan Board of Administration for these works to 
begin. It is likely they will be staged rather than all at once because of the inevitable cost. 

At St James the Less, because the church is a listed building, the Diocesan Property Office have 
appointed a Conservation Architect to carry out the necessary surveys on the buildings. The 
Architect and representatives from the Diocese came this past week to have an initial tour and look 
around the buildings to formulate a plan. Naturally, the biggest concern at the moment is the Parish 
Centre which was flooded before Christmas and is still unusable for any events at present. The loss 
adjustor from the insurance company came and inspected the Centre before Christmas. At present, 
the industrial de-humidifiers which were placed in the Centre before Christmas are still doing their 
job as there is still quite a bit of drying out taking place. As soon as I have any news of repairs 
beginning I will of course notify you. 

I have arrived in both Parishes at a time when it is clear that fairly major building works will be 
necessary at both plants. Although this can be challenging for us, it is also an exciting time as we 
plan for the use of our buildings for the future. It is also a good time for us to think carefully about 
any changes we want to make in regard to our buildings. These things never happen over night, so we 
will have to patient so that we can ensure all of the upgrades are done properly and in line with 
current legislation. As I said at the time of the Christmas Fayre, Parishes rely entirely on voluntary 
contributions from parishioners and receive no outside funding, and the repair and upkeep of these 
old buildings is always costly. So as well as suggestions for upgrades and changes to the buildings 
themselves, we also need to continue to think about new ways of raising funds so that we can ensure 
that both of our churches and other buildings are in a good state for the generation of Catholics 
who will follow us in Rossendale. 

Let’s entrust all of this in our prayer to the Lord - it is for Him that we want all of these projects 
to succeed! 

 

Baptism 
Could I encourage any parents who would like to book 
a Baptism for their child to have a chat with me at 
the end of the Vigil Mass on Saturday evening or one 
of the Masses on Sunday morning. Thank you. 

Football League Sweepstake 
This weekend, after the Masses, Peter Tracey will 
be selling numbers for our Parish Football 
Sweepstake. This was very successful before 
Christmas and we would like to sell numbers for 
teams for the next part of the Football Season. 
Numbers are £10 each - each number is assigned to 
a team. If your team is top of the League, you win 
£100. As a consolation, if you come bottom, you 
receive a £10 booby prize. Please do support this - 
you have to be in it to win it! 

Volunteer Walkers Needed 
 

When there is a whole school Mass in the church at St 
James the Less for the Primary School, parents 
normally drop their children off directly at the church 
from 8.30am onwards ready for 9am Mass. However, 
after Mass, the School relies on parishioners to act as 
volunteers to help staff walk the children back to 
school from the church. Over time, there has been a 
drop in the number of parishioners who are able and 
willing to do this. Could I please appeal for more 
volunteers to come forward who might be able to give 
a little time after a School Mass in the church to help 
take the children back to school. If you are able to 
help, could you e-mail the School Secretary, Fiona 
Shell, at f.shell@st-jamesless.lancs.sch.uk. 


