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Masses in St James the Less 

Monday 1st August    Holy Mass 9.00am 
Wednesday 3rd August   Holy Mass 9.00am 
Friday 5th August        Holy Mass 9.00am 
       
Saturday 6th August   Vigil Mass 6.30pm 
Sunday 7th August   Holy Mass 11.00am 
       

Confessions in St James the Less 
 
Saturday 30th July   5.30pm - 6.30pm 
 

Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday  8.00am - 9.00am 
 

Readers at the Sunday Masses 6th & 7th August 
 

6.30pm Racheal Wilson 
11.00am Heather Purcell 

Masses in St Peter’s 
 

Tuesday 2nd August   Holy Mass 9.30am 
Thursday 4th August    Holy Mass 7.00pm 
Friday 5th August  Requiem Mass  12 noon  
Saturday 6th August   Holy Mass 11.00am 
 
Sunday 7th August   Holy Mass 9.00am 
 

Confessions in St Peter’s 
 

Thursday 4th August   6.00pm - 6.45pm 
Saturday 6th August   10.00am - 10.45am 
 

Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tuesday     8.30am - 9.30am 
Thursday     6.00pm - 7.00pm 
Saturday     10.00am - 11.00am 

 
Reader at Sunday Mass 7th August 

 
9.00am Maureen Ashworth 

Mass Intentions Received: Sick: Margaret Aspin 
Anniversary: Francis Caine; Michael Bryan; Tyrell Family 
& Sarah Staniford; Norah & Harry Whitehead. 
Lately Dead: Catherine Langan; Niall O’Connell 
Other: Elysia & John Bulger (50th Wedding Anniversary); 
Birthday Thanksgiving; John & Clare McEvoy (60th 
Wedding Anniversary); Special Intention. 

Catherine Langan RIP 
Sincere condolences to the family of Catherine Langan, a 
parishioner from St Joseph and St Peter who has passed 
away, may she rest in peace. Catherine’s Requiem Mass 
will take place on Friday 5th August at 12 noon in St 
Peter’s. Please keep Catherine and her family in your 
prayers at this time.   

Welcome! 

This Sunday, we welcome Willow Katie-Jane Sharkey who 
will be Baptised in St James the Less at 12 noon. Please 
pray for Willow and for her family, that as she receives 
the new life of grace, this Sacrament will bring many 
blessings to her and to her family. 

New Weekend Mass Times - Next weekend! 

Saturday Vigil Mass 6.30pm in St James the Less 

Sunday Masses  9.00am in St Peter’s 

    11.00am in St James the Less 

Monday   9.00am in St James the Less 

Tuesday   9.30am in St Peter’s 

Wednesday   9.00am in St James the Less 

Thursday   7.00pm in St Peter’s 

Friday   9.00am in St James the Less 

Saturday   11.00am in St Peter’s 

These Mass times will be introduced next weekend, the 
first weekend of August, 6th & 7th. 

I am looking forward to being able to greet parishioners 
after Mass in both places. Please note these new times! 

New Altar Servers at St Peter’s 
Many thanks to the two new Altar Servers at St Peter’s, 
Billy and Abigail, who came along to the practise on 
Tuesday and who are serving for the first time at the 
9.30am Mass this weekend! Well done for being brave 
and making a start! If any other children about to begin 
Year 3 in September or above that age would like to 
serve, either at St Peter’s or at St James the Less, 
please let me have contact details.   



Common Approach to the end of Covid Regulations 

Last weekend, I included the following in the newsletter. I have decided to include it again in case anyone 
was away last weekend and didn’t receive the newsletter. I haven’t received any concerns about any of the 
suggested measures below, so we will try these next weekend when we begin the new pattern of Masses. I 
will remind parishioners at Mass next weekend. It would be good to get together a rota of parishioners who 
would be willing to take the collection bags around/bring up the Offertory Gifts, so please let me have your 
names if you are willing to help. For now, I will arrange this on a week to week basis. 

Responding to some complaints over the past few weeks about the fact that we do not have a standard approach at 
all of our Masses and in both churches to the regulations which were instituted for the pandemic, and also some 
concerns around the reception of Holy Communion, I have decided to introduce a unified common approach in both 
churches which will take effect from the first weekend in August, which is also when we begin the new pattern of 
Mass times. Some have found it confusing that at one of our churches, the Collection bags are passed around 
whereas at the other they are not; in one of our churches at Mass there are still Stewards whereas at the other 
Masses and in the other church there are none; in one of our churches there are still the social distancing signs 
and stickers and in the other they have been removed; at some Masses there is the Sign of Peace and at other 
Masses there is not; at some Masses there is Holy Communion on the tongue and at others there is only Holy 
Communion on the hand. 

From the 6th & 7th August, at all weekend Masses in both churches: 

• The collection bags/baskets will begin to be passed around again at all Masses. 
 If you would be willing to help take the collection bags/baskets around at Mass, please let me have your 
 contact details 

 
• The Offertory procession, with parishioners bringing up the Gifts of bread and wine will begin again at 

all Masses. 
 If you would be willing to bring up the Gifts at Mass please let me have your contact details. 
 

• We will cease to have Stewards at any of the Masses. 
 This means that people will collect their own books/newsletters as they enter the church, and also that 
 parishioners will make their own way up to Holy Communion at all of the Masses without any guidance/
 direction. I am very grateful to those who have carried out the ministry of Steward throughout the 
 pandemic, and in the future from September, I would like to institute the ministry of ‘Welcomer’, but for 
 these summer months we will allow parishioners to get used to regulating themselves again. 
 

• The Sign of ‘Peace will be re-instituted at all Masses 

          Please be sensitive to those who may not wish to shake hands at this time.  

 

• All social distancing stickers will be removed from both churches. 
 

• Holy Communion on the tongue and kneeling is allowed at all Masses as permitted by the Bishop’s 
Conference 

 The Church safeguards the rights of the Faithful to receive Holy Communion on the tongue and kneeling. This  
 is the normative way to receive Holy Communion in the life of the Church. After Vatican II, Holy Communion 
 on the hand and standing was a concession granted to some regions, including England and Wales. For that 
 reason, I am always happy to ensure that parishioners can safely receive Holy Communion either standing or 
 kneeling, on the hand or on the tongue, as is their right. I was very impressed that the children of St James 
 the Less Primary School at their whole school Mass in church for the end of the year already have the well 
 established custom of standing along the Altar step to receive Holy Communion rather than lining up one-by-
 one. I have never experienced this before, but I found that it made Holy Communion less rushed and gave 
 the children time to receive without worrying about who was standing behind them. From chatting to Canon 
 Lupton and some parishioners, I have discovered that this was a well established custom for all parishioners 
 at St James the Less before the pandemic. As a result, we will re-establish this custom from the first 
 weekend in August also. That will mean that those who wish to can kneel safely on the Altar step without the 
 concern that the next person coming behind in the line might trip over them, and whether parishioners 
 prefer to stand or to kneel, they have time to receive Holy Communion in an unhurried way. At St Peter ’s we 
 still have the beautiful carved wooden Altar rails which were never removed, so this custom can also be easily 
 introduced in both churches. I will meet with Extraordinary ministers in St Peter ’s before that first 
 weekend so that we can have a run through! If over time, this is not working as smoothly as hoped, we can 
 always review it and tailor it to both churches.    


